A content analysis was conducted to examine sexual consequences on teen programming. The sample consisted of prime-time television dramas that featured characters between the ages of 12 and 22 years. Two major goals guided the study. First, the types of sexual consequences in teen programming were investigated. Results showed that emotional and social consequences far outnumbered physical consequences. Second, the portrayal of the sexual double standard was investigated. Negative consequences were more common in scenes in which female characters initiated sexual activities than in scenes in which male characters initiated sexual activities. Implications for future content analyses and media-effects research are discussed.
example, Truglio (1998) found that a 1990 representative sample of 109 network television programs contained only 16 references to any form of unwanted pregnancy or STD in the entire sample.
However, researchers have typically defined sexual consequences as physical and have downplayed the more ubiquitous emotional and social consequences of sex. In biennial content analyses of primetime television shows, Kunkel et al. (1999 Kunkel et al. ( , 2001 Kunkel et al. ( , 2003 coded "risk or responsibility themes," defined as sexual patience (waiting until a relationship matures and both people are equally ready to engage in sex), sexual precaution (pursuing efforts to prevent AIDS, STDs, and/or unwanted pregnancy), and depiction of risks and/or negative consequences of irresponsible sexual behavior, such as unwanted pregnancy and anxiety about contracting AIDS. Two of these three themes were hinged on the definition of consequences as physical, that is, STDs and unwanted pregnancies. Kunkel et al. (2003) concluded that although risk/responsibility themes were relatively rare amid the large number of scenes with sexual talk or behavior, they had increased modestly since the 1998 sample of television programming. The percentage of scenes with any sexual content that mentioned risk/responsibility was 4% in 1998 and 6% in 2002, and the percentage of episodes with risk/responsibility themes increased from 9% in 1998 to 15% in 2002.
Although researchers have defined the negative consequences of sexuality as physical, it appears that adolescents are just as concerned with the emotional and social consequences of sex. For example, adolescents are relatively unconcerned about the physical dangers of sex and more concerned about the maintenance of their sexual reputations, about uncertainty and confusion about their bodies, and about their emotional relationships with their sexual partners (Martin, 1996) . Thus, a central goal of the present study was to broaden the definition of sexual consequences to include emotional and social consequences, which were expected to be more common than physical consequences.
Another goal of this study was to investigate the possibility that the portrayal of sexuality differs by gender. According to the sexual double standard, sexual activity among young men is tolerated and encouraged, whereas for young women, sexuality is controlled, restricted, and subjected to censure if norms are violated (Jessor & Jessor, 1975; MacCorquodale, 1989; Muehlenhard, 1988) . If television targeted at adolescents perpetuates this script, men's sexuality will be seen as rewarded, and women's sexuality will be seen as punished.
One way in which the sexual double standard could be manifested on television is through the portrayal of male characters disproportionately initiating sexual activities. Kunkel et al. (2001) found that female characters were more likely to initiate physical flirting, but male characters were more likely to initiate kissing/intimate touching and sexual intercourse. When types of behaviors were collapsed, however, male and female characters initiated approximately the same number of sexual behaviors. The hypothesis that male characters will be more likely to initiate sexual activities was tested again in this study.
No research to date has examined differences in whether women or men are more likely to be portrayed as receiving sexual consequences. However, some research has shown that in general television portrayals of women's sexuality differ from those of men's sexuality. Ward (1995) found several themes that support the sexual double standard in a content analysis of the television programming most popular among adolescents. One of the most frequent messages in the programs was that men view women as sex objects and value them primarily for their physical appearance. Other messages characterized women as delimiters of sexual activities. Popular teen magazines also commonly present adolescent sexuality in accordance with the sexual double standard. In Seventeen and YM, women's sexuality was associated with allure, passivity, and responsibility, whereas men's sexuality was associated with aggression and urgency (Carpenter, 1998; Durham, 1998) . In Seventeen, adolescent girls were portrayed as obsessed about boys, but they were warned to be passive in interacting with boys in sexual situations (Wray & Steele, 2002) . According to Durham (1998) , one of the most troubling aspects of these texts was the underlying message that discouraged women from acknowledging their sexuality; the texts focused instead on how to curb the insatiable sexual appetites of men. Certainly, structural and narrative features of magazines are qualitatively different from entertainment television. Nevertheless, the possibility that similar trends in support of the sexual double standard exist in entertainment television merits exploration. In keeping with the findings of the content analyses on television and magazines, female characters might be more likely than male characters to be portrayed as experiencing negative sexual consequences, and this might be the case especially when female characters are shown initiating the sexual activity. Likewise, male characters might be more likely than female characters to reap the positive outcomes of sexuality.
Exploring the sexual consequences of male and female characters is motivated by social cognitive theory (Bandura, 1994) , which argues that individuals can learn how to perform behaviors from media models. The principle of vicarious reinforcement is especially useful in conceptualizing what audiences might learn from television. According to the theory, the functional value of the modeled act is communicated to audiences through the rewarding or punishing of the action. For example, when a viewer observes a model engaging in an enjoyable sexual behavior and perceives that person as rewarded in some way, the viewer will be vicariously reinforced to model that behavior (Bandura, 1994) . On the other hand, a viewer will be discouraged from modeling the behavior if he or she perceives the behavior as resulting in an unrewarding or a punishing outcome. The positive or negative consequences received by the model for performing the behavior serve as cues that indicate the perceived functional value of the act
